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Location:

Present Owner:

" Present Occupant:

. Present Use:

" Significance:

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. QH-2200-E

GAZLAY HOUSE

824 Dayton Street, Cincinnati,
Hamilton County, Ohio

Within the Dayton Street Historic District, USGS
Covington Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator
Coordinates: 16.713800.4332700, 16.713780.4332230,
16.713250.4332410 and 16.713110.4332750

Providence Baptist Church
Multiple rental units with tenants.
Private Dwelling

This is a large, elegant house typical of the more costly
later nineteenth century houses built in Cincinnati. It

is one of several such houses built at about the same time

in what is now designated the Dayton Street Historic Interest
Area, and is important as part of the architectural context
of its time and place.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION:

A. Physical History:

1. Original and subsequent owners: The house stands on a parcel of land
originally sold on October 13, 1794 to Jonathan Dayton of Elizabethtown,
New Jersey, for $42,987.00 by John Cleves Symmes, who obtained the origi-
nal patent for the Miami Purchase from the United States Congress.

William Henry Harrison, ninth President of the United States, on 0Oc¢tober
1, 1818, as an executor of the estate of Symmes, and as then Governor of
the Indiana Territory, renegotiated the sale, inasmuch as the original
deed was said to have been lost. Because of the riots and fire of 1884,
the records contained in the Hamilton County Court House were either
partially or totally destroyed, thus making the present records an in-
complete source of information. It is known from the remaining records
that Allen Gazlay assembled the present parcel of land. when he purchased

the westernmost portion on May 30, 1871 aud subsequently added the eastern-
most portion on March 17, 1837. The westernmost portion was first sold on
February 15, 1860 by George Hatch,who owned other property in the area.

The easternmost portion was first sold on December 9, 1850 by Emily Avery,
whose father had originally subdivided land in the area. Gazley is the
most notable person associated with the house. '

2. Date of erection: Because of an appreciable increase in the sale price,
it is deduced that the house was built, between February 15, 1860 and

.__November 17, 1873.
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3. Architect: Unknown.
4. Alterations and additions: None of any apparent significance.
Historical Events and Persons Connected with the House:
Allen Gazlay was born in 1826. His uncle, Theodore Gazley (alternate spelling)
was the most notable member of the family in that he had distinguished himself -
in the practice of law in Cincimmati and especially in real estate transactions.
By 1894 he had amassed one~half million dollars worth of property through his.
own efforts and an inheritance from his brother James, the father of Allen.
One of his holdings was the Atlas Bank Building, which still stands in down-~

town Cincinnati. Allen Cazley lived on his income. He died on June 2, 1889
in his house. He had no children. o

Sources of Information:

1. 0ld views: None known.

2, Bibliography:
Sale by Emily Avery: Deed Book, 158, Page 527.
Sale by Ceorge Hatch: Deed Book 258, Page 243.

Purchase by Allen Cazlay: Deed Book 628, page 450 and
Deed Beok 388, page 557. '

History of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, S. B. Nelson Co.,
Publishers, Cincinnati, Ohio, 1894, p. 550 (Theodore Cazley)

Cincinnati Past and Present, -+ by M. Joblin and co., o
Elm Street Printing Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, 1872. p. 26. (James Cazlay).

Obituaries of Cincinnatians, compiled by Smithson E. Wright, p. 304
{(Allen Gazlay)

Scrapbook compiled by L. A. Rixford, p. 133. Allen Cazlay

(The last 4 entries in the bibliography are located in the -
Cincinnati Historical Society.)

Prepared by: Carl A. Saladine
Project Historian
National Park Service
August, 1974 '
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAT INFORMATION

A. General Statement:

1. Architectural character: This house is one of four center hall
plan houses on Dayton Street between Baymiller and Linn Streets.
The quoins and rich ornamentation of the facade make it one &f the
best examples on the block of the Italianate wvilla style.

2. (Condition of fabric: Good.
B. Description of Exteriocr:

1. Over-all dimensions: This rectangular, three-bay structure
measures 42'-0" by 45'-0" and is two stories high plus attic.

2. TFoundations: Brick and stone.

3. Wall construction, finish and color: The facade is a brownish-
gray, cut-face limestone ashlar. The sides and rear are a
brownigh-gray common brick. :

4. Structural system, framing: Masonry bearing walls.

5. Porches, stoops: Limestone entrance stoop and steps. There is
a small balcony at each window of the first floor on the (south)
front with limestone balusters and railings. Covered wooden
porch across the rear.

6. Chimneys: There are three brick chimneys. Two are in the east
side wall, and one is in the west side wall.

7. Openings:
a. Doorways and doors: Double~leaf entrance door set in a door-
way of cut limestone. This doorway is composed of a pediment

supported by square engaged pilasters with corinthian capitals.

b. Windows: Double-hung sash with one-over-omne-light: in the
front and one-over-one and four-over-four lights elsewhere.

C. Description of the Interior:
1. Floor Plans:

a. Basement: The basement is a series of storage, wash and
furnace rooms.

b. First floor: Symmetrical around the center hall, each side
has three rooms (in-line from front to rear of building)
which have had closets and bath facilities enclosed within
them. Each side is now an apartment.
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c. Second fleoor: Very similar to the first flecor except for a
room over the first-floor entry.

d. Attic: The same as the second floor, but with much lower
ceilings and dormer windows. Access stair to roof from hall.

2. Stairways: Single stair in center hall which goes from basement
to roof. It has a hardwood rail and turned balusters between
first and second floor.

3. Flooring: Three inch pine flooring in the halls. Other flcors
are covered with carpeting and lincleum.

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Painted and papered plaster.

5. Doorways and doors: Large, four-panel wooden doors and casings.

6. Decorative features and trim: The windows on the first two floors
have interior shutters which fold into pockets in the jambs. Each
set of shutters is divided horizontally at the height of a double~
hung sash.unit.

7. Notable hardware: None.

8. Lighting: No original fixtures.

1. Site: General setting and orientation: Facing south on the north
side of Dayton Street, this house is one of the more imposing
structures which made up Dayton Street's ""Millionaires Row."

2. Qutbuildings: There is a carriage house at the rear of the
site.

Prepared by: J. William Rudd
Project Supervisor
National Park Service
August, 1974

PART ITI, PROJECT INFORMATION

These data are part of the documentation made during the 1974 Cincinnati Project
undertaken by HABS in cooperation with the Miami Purchase Association and City of
Cincinnati. Records were made of a part of the Dayton Street Historic interest
Area of the City of Cincinnati.

The project was under the general supervision of John Poppeliers, Chief of the
Historic American Buildings Survey. The project supervisor was J. William Rudd

of the University of Cincinnati. The project historian was Carl A. Saladino of
the Ohio State University. The measured drawings for the project were prepared

by architects Steven B. Kells (University of Cincinnati) and Richard Wyatt (Cali-
fornia Politechnic State University, San Luis Obispo), and student assistant '
@rchitects William Maxwell Miller (University of Pennsylvania) and Osbourne K.
Simms III (University of Illinois, Chicago Circle). The phatographs were taken by
HABS photographer Jack E. Boucher in July 1982.



